A Three Day Journey? — Guided Study
For a detailed analysis of this topic, see http://alhatorah.org/A_Three Day Journey

Hashem's Command — Shemot 3:15-18

VT RN VIMIRT YIS 0N 2O V19 DANK AU VN (1) .97 779 2107 A1 29D mw A 2R Sty
DAY 207 2R 08 DR VIR AAN DRI T7R7 WRw (77) LWITH 297 N3 PN 9N 0T MM 1
A ' AN 272 2V MW 7T K3 7323 ANYY WY A1 23T 0N ' N

Sy SN P S9N DTN Y 03N YR ' N %33 N NN D mygin B @i TIY R ()

In the above passage, Hashem tells Moshe that He will take the Children of Israel out of servitude
and bring them to the Land of Israel. Yet, in the very next verse, He tells Moshe to ask Paroh for
merely a three day leave to worship Hashem in the wilderness.

Is Hashem trying to deceive Paroh and hide from him His true intent? If so, for what purpose?

Who Knew What?

If this was just a ruse, at whom was it aimed? Did the Israelites know the true plans? Did the

Egyptians? Was Paroh himself really duped or did he know all along that the nation was planning
on leaving for good? When he finally agreed to let the Israelites go, was he expelling them or

merely granting them a temporary leave of absence for religious worship?

Have each person select one of the following positions and argue its merits using the following verses:

1) Paroh knew all along that this was just a ruse and that the Israelites intended to leave for good.

2) Paroh did not know that the Israelites were not planning on returning, but the Israelites did know.
3) The Israelites themselves thought they were just going to serve Hashem for three days.

4) Even Moshe did not know the full truth.

5) There was actually no deception at all, as the original plan really was to leave for only three days.

The Verses
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http://alhatorah.org/A_Three_Day_Journey
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Commentators

How does each of the following exegetes grapple with the issues raised above?

Approach #1 — Justified Deception

Source #1 — The Ends Justify the Means
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How does Ibn Ezra attempt to minimize the deception?

Do you think there is a significant difference between misleading and outright lying?

According to him, what two goals were accomplished through this ruse?

Source #2 — No Alternative
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According to Ralbag, why did Hashem tell Moshe not to be upfront about the request to leave?
What does he learn from the comparison to Shemuel's actions?

Ralbag, like Ibn Ezra above, attempts to show how Moshe was not really lying; how so?

According to both Ralbag and Ibn Ezra, Paroh and the Egyptians believed that the nation was to
return, while the Israelites knew that they were leaving permanently.
Do you think it is likely that such a secret could be kept?

Source # 3 — Making it Easier for Moshe
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According to Shadal, what justifies the deception? Do you agree that "two wrongs make a right"?

Who was the deception really for? What does Shadal suggest might have happened had Moshe

asked for full independence?

If you were a politician seeking a nation's independence, how might you have approached the task?

Source #4 — Deception for the Children of Israel
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According to Ramban, Moshe has doubts concerning the willpower of the people. What are they?

How was the "three day ruse" supposed to solve part of the problem?




Approach #2 — No Deception

Source # 1 — Paroh Was Told the Truth Early On
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According to R. Mecklenburg, only Moshe's initial request was for a three day holiday. After Paroh
rejected the idea, Moshe changed course and demanded permanent freedom for the Israelites.

If so, what purpose was there in the original request? What was it meant to teach onlookers?

Is this position supported by the verses? Does Moshe really change the nature of his request in his

subsequent discussions with Paroh? Does he never again mention a three day furlough?
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How does HaKetav VeHaKabbalah attempt to prove from the %v*» form of the verb "n>2" that

Moshe was upfront about his intention that Paroh free the nation permanently?

How does he reread the word "172y" to suggest that it does not refer only to worshipping Hashem

in the wilderness?

Source #2 — Planned to Return
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What was Hashem's original plan according to R. Bachya? What benefit would there be in leaving

just for three days and then returning?




Source #3 — Planned to Return (continued)
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According to R. Yosef Bekhor Shor, the nation even turned around in order to head back to Egypt.
Why in the end, though, did they not return?

How does R"Y Bekhor Shor resolve the problematic issue of borrowing (without returning) vessels

from the Egyptians through his understanding of the request for a three day leave?




