11/7/13 The Births and Relative Ages of Yaakovs Children <z ALHaTorah.org

The Births and Relative Ages of Yaakov's Children

12 KIDS IN 7 YEARS?

Bereshit 29-30 describes the rapid process in which Yaakov moved from being a bachelor to a father of
twelve (eleven sons plus Dinah). The simplest reading of the text seems to be that Yaakov married Leah
after completing his first seven years of labor for Lavan,!'l and that Yosef, his twelfth child, was born at the
end of his second seven year stint.?! This leaves a period of only slightly more than six years for the births
of all twelve children, including seven from Leah alone. How did all of the pregnancies and births,
sandwiched around Leah's intervening hiatus from giving birth, ! it into this almost implausibly short time
frame? Did any of these pregnancies overlap?l Were they all full term births? Could there have been any
multiple births 2! Is it possible that any of the twelve births happened before or after this brief period?!®!

SHIMON AND LEVI AT SHECHEM

The chronology of the births of the Twelve Tribes has a significant impact on how we understand
subsequent stories as well. The story of the rape of Dinah and the resultant avenging of her honor by
Shimon and Levi is recorded in the midst of Yaakov's return journey from Lavan's home to his father,
Yitzchak, in Chevron.[’l The Torah does not say exactly how long this journey took, but let us assume for
the purposes of our calculations that it took a maximum of two years.!®! If Yaakov married Leah after
spending seven years working for Lavan and Shimon and Levi were born in the ninth and tenth years of
Yaakov's stay, that would make them only 12-13 years old when they wiped out the entire male population
of Shechem!?¥] s this a tenable proposition?!'% Are there alternatives to this chronology?

CHETZRON AND CHAMUL COUNTED IN THE 70

An additional narrative which forms a piece of this puzzle is the story of Yehuda and his descendants in
Bereshit 38. In the course of this chapter, Yehuda marries, has three children who marry or arrive at
marriageable age, and only then does Yehuda sire two additional children from Tamar, Peretz and Zerach.
Somewhat astonishingly, it appears from Bereshit 46:12 that by the time Yaakov and his family descended
to Egypt, Peretz himself had already produced two sons, Chetzron and Chamul.l''l However, if one
assumes that Yehuda was born in the tenth year of Yaakov's sojourn in Charan, he would have been only
43 years old!'? at the time of the descent, and would already have produced three generations of progeny.
['3 Once again, one wonders: Are there any alternatives to such a chronological reconstruction?

[l Bereshit 29:20-23 would appear to indicate that Yaakov married Leah after working for Lavan for seven
years. This assumes that Yaakov's words "m' 1IxX'm" mean that Yaakov has completed his seven years of labor
— see Onkelos, Rashbam, and Ramban. However, see also Bereshit Rabbah, Rashi, and Ralbag who interpret
this to mean that Yaakov was getting on in years, as he was already over eighty.

On the other hand, Lavan's demand "nxt yav xm" in Bereshit 29:27 may imply that Yaakov had not yet
completed his first seven year term. This depends, in part, on whether "vau" refers to the seven years of work
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or to the seven days of post-nuptial festivities (nd12 yaw). As the context is the seven years of labor and the
Torah has never previously mentioned the institution of n>1a yaw (and never does so thereafter — see also
Ramban), it is at least a reasonable possibility that the word refers to the seven years of labor. [t is
noteworthy, though, that in its other appearances in Torah, the forms of the word "yav" all refer to a period of
seven days, and that only in the very late book of Daniel is it used to refer to a term of seven years.]

2] Bereshit 30:25-34 states that it was after Yosef was born that Yaakov renegotiated the terms of his
employment with Lavan. Taken together with Bereshit 31:41 which tells us that Yaakov worked a total of
fourteen years for his two wives and six years in return for sheep, this would seem to imply that Yosef was
born at the conclusion of the fourteen years. However, the verses do not rule out the possibility that Yaakov
had already begun working for livestock compensation before Yosef was born, and that Yosef was born only
during the final six years. According to this latter option, Yaakov waited for Rachel to have a child before
(asking leave and then) renegotiating his contract, because he feared that if she were still barren, Lavan
would demand her back.

3] See Bereshit 29:35 and 30:9.

[4] The Torah presents each child's pregnancy and birth before recording that of the next child. However, this
does not necessarily imply that there was no overlap between the pregnancies, as the Torah may be simply
trying to preserve topical order and not bounce back and forth between children.

[5] The Torah records distinct gestation processes for only nine of the twelve children, but not for Gad, Asher,
and Dinah. It is thus possible that Gad and Asher were a pair of twins, and that Dinah was Zevulun's twin
sister.

[6] See notes above that it is possible that Yaakov married Leah and that she gave birth to her first children
already during the first seven years in which Yaakov worked for Lavan, and that it is also plausible that Yosef
as well as some of Leah's later children were born only during the final six years in which Yaakov received his
wages in livestock.

[’] It is possible to posit that the Torah presents the events in achronological order, but there is little hint of this
in the text. The relative advantages and disadvantages of such a position will be discussed in Approaches.

8] This is the opinion of Seder Olam Rabbah, Rashi, and Lekach Tov.

[ If Dinah was born in the 14th year of Yaakov's sojourn in Charan, she would have been 7-8 years old at the
time of the rape.

(101 t is true that in recent times we have witnessed children in grade school go on murderous sprees, but
Shimon and Levi did not have assault rifles at their disposal.

[11] Chetzron and Chamul are apparently included in the count of the seventy souls from Yaakov's family who
descended to Egypit.

(21 This figure is obtained by a series of arithmetic calculations. From Bereshit 47:9,28 we know that Yaakov
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was 130 years old when he arrived in Egypt, and from a combination of Bereshit 41:46 and 45:6 we can
deduce that Yosef was 39 at that point. Thus, if Yehuda was born in Yaakov's tenth year by Lavan and Yosef
was born at the end of the fourteenth year, Yehuda would be 43 when they went down to Egypt.

['3] This issue exists even if one posits that Yehuda's first marriage preceded the sale of Yosef. The problem

is greatly exacerbated if one assumes that Yehuda's first marriage is recorded in chronological order and
happened only after Yosef's sale in Bereshit 37.
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The Births and Relative Ages of Yaakov's Children
Exegetical Approaches

.................................................................................................................. N

Overview

In attempting to make sense of the various chronological issues relating to the the births and lives of

Yaakov's children, commentators offer an array of possibilities. Interestingly, many of them are
remarkably consistent in the methodologies they apply to resolve each of the issues.

A first approach, taken by many Midrashim, reads the text both literally and chronologically, and resolves
all issues by positing that events were supernatural. This allows for seven month pregnancies,
youngsters capable of massacring cities, and eight year old parents. Others take a more rationalist

: approach, preferring to resolve the problems by suggesting minor chronological changes in the order of
the recorded events. They assert that some of Yaakov's wives' pregnancies overlapped, that Yaakov
spent some years in Shechem before Dinah was raped, and that the story of Yehuda and Tamar
occurred before the sale of Yosef. A final approach expands the time frame in which Yaakov's children
were born, making Shimon, Levi, and Yehuda older during the subsequent events.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Premature & Precocious

The pregnancies for each and every one of Yaakov's children were extraordinarily short, and were thus able
to fit within a seven year time span. Similarly, Yaakov's children reached physical and sexual maturity at
supernaturally early ages, and this accounts for the very young ages of Shimon and Levi and Yehuda's
descendants when they sired offspring in the subsequent stories.

Seder Olam Rabbah, Bereshit Rabbah (Vilna), Bereshit Rabbah (Albeck), Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer,
Rashi, Seikhel Tov,['l Chizkuni, Ba'alei HaTosafot

Fitting in all of the births — Seder Olam Rabbah and Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer speak of twelve consecutive
seven month pregnancies which add up to the second set of seven years Yaakov worked for Lavan.!”! The
Tosafists®! take this a step further, arguing that the pregnancies themselves lasted only a little more than
six months as there was a need for interim days of ritual impurity after each birth.!

No overlap or twins — This position takes the order in the text extremely literally and thus assumes that
each pregnancy was completed before the next one began.®! Moreover, according to Pirkei DeRabbi
Eliezer, each of Yaakov's sons!® had a twin sister born with them who was to be their future wife, thus
leaving no room to suggest that any of the Tribes were twins with each other. The alternative solution that
there was a set of twins is proposed by R. Yosef Bekhor Shor and Radak.!’]

Shimon and Levi — Seder Olam Rabbah and Bereshit Rabbah posit that Yaakov spent two years in transit
on his way back from Lavan's home. This allows the Albeck version of Bereshit Rabbah to arrive at an age
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of 13 for Shimon at the time of the incident in Shechem, and to justify the description of him as an "¢'x" in
Bereshit 34:25. The Vilna edition of Bereshit Rabbah, as well as Rashi and Seikhel Tov propose that Levi,
too, had reached the age of maturity at the time of this event.

Yehuda's offspring — Seder Olam Rabbah and Bereshit Rabbah assume that the events of Bereshit 38
are recorded in chronological order, and that Yehuda's first marriage took place only after the sale of Yosef.
8] This forces them to fit three generations of births in Yehuda's family into a window of a mere 22 years,
which, in turn compels them to postulate that these generations procreated at the age of seven. Chizkuni
provides a detailed chronological reconstruction of the sequence of events.

"mIx'm" and "nxt yaw X'm" — According to Rashi and Chizkuni, "n' ix'm" indicates that Yaakov had
completed his first seven years of service before marrying Leah.”l Bereshit Rabbah, Pirkei DeRabbi
Eliezer, and Rashi,'% thus explain that "nxt yau Xm" refers to the seven days of post-nuptial festivities, as
the years of work were already complete.['"]

"nT'm Tyni" — According to this approach, Leah did not become pregnant for over two years.

"qoi' nx 7N AT WD 'an" — Chizkuni notes that this coincided exactly with the completion of the second
set of seven years.

Crux of the position — The approach adopted by the Midrashim explains away all questions by assuming
that the events were supernatural or miraculous. Or, as Ralbag describes the Midrashic method, "7 nri
[MNN 7R N1My D097 NFZRN NNAWNN 2TIN2 A*7907 ,0ann '

Achronological Order

The Torah favors thematic order over chronological order and therefore presents the pregnancies and
births as consecutive, even though they needed to overlap with each other to all fit in the seven year time
frame. Similarly, positing achronology resolves the difficulties in the later stories of Sefer Bereshit, with the
story of Shimon and Levi in Shechem transpiring only many years after Yaakov returned from Lavan's
home, and Yehuda's first marriage occurring several years before the sale of Yosef.

Demetrius the Chronographer, Lekach Tov, Ibn Ezra, Seforno

Overlap and twins — These commentators posit a number of possible variations as to how the
pregnancies of Yaakov's wives overlapped. According to Demetrius and Lekach Tov,['24 Bilhah's
pregnancies overlapped with Leah's first four pregnancies!'3! and Zilpah's pregnancies overlapped with
Leah's later three pregnancies, while Ibn Ezra and Seforno suggest that it was Bilhah's and Zilpah's
pregnancies which overlapped.['¥ Ibn Ezra also raises the possibilities that Zevulun and Dinah were twins
or that Dinah was born much later.[15]

Fitting in all of the births — The overlap in pregnancies enabled twelve full term births all during the
course of Yaakov's second seven year work stint.
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Shimon and Levi — Demetrius and Ibn Ezra suggest that Yaakov lived in Shechem for several years
before the rape and massacre took place,!'®! allowing for a much older Shimon and Levi.['"l Lekach Tov, on
the other hand, explains like Seder Olam Rabbah and Bereshit Rabbah above.

Yehuda's offspring — Both Lekach Tov and Ibn Ezra suggest that Yehuda's initial marriage in Bereshit 38
is recorded out of chronological order, and that it really occurred before the sale of Yosef. The extra years
thereby gained allow for the possibility that Yehuda and his descendants each sired children at the more
plausible age of thirteen.

"mIN'm" and "nxt yav X'm" — These commentators do not explicitly relate to the meaning of Yaakov's
words "m'x'm", but they assume that Yaakov had already finished his first seven years of labor before
marrying Leah. Thus, Ibn Ezra explains that "nxr yav x7n" refers to the seven days of rejoicing after the
wedding and not the years of service.

"nT4n Tayni” — As this position does not posit any premature births,['® Leah must have given birth to
seven children in the same number of years. If she became pregnant shortly after each birth, there is room
for her to have ceased conceiving for about one year after Yehuda's birth.l'®l

"qoi' nx 7n1 2T WWXd 'an" — Both Demetrius and Lekach Tov say that Yosef was born in the seventh
year of Yaakov's second period of service to Lavan.

Crux of the position — This approach attempts to solve difficulties in the narrative by positing relatively
minor rearrangings of the order of the events both within the same story and between stories. It avoids
supernatural explanations.

Expanded Time Frame

The births of Yaakov's first twelve children took place over a period of almost fourteen years, rather than
seven. This approach subdivides over whether it is the starting line or end point which needs to be adjusted
to gain the additional years.

Yaakov Married Earlier

Yaakov married Leah immediately upon starting working for Lavan, and thus Yaakov's first twelve children
were born over the course of thirteen years. As a result, Shimon and Levi were about twenty at the time of
the incident in Shechem, and there is additional time for Yehuda's descendants to sire their own offspring

before descending to Egypt.

Ralbag

"mIN'm" and "nxT yav X'm" — Ralbag explains that Yaakov requested that he be allowed to marry before
beginning his first seven year stint, and Lavan acquiesced.?” "n' ix'm", according to this, means that
Yaakov was already an old man.?'l Consequently, this position could have explained that "nxt yau X"
refers to the completion of the first seven years of labor,/??l however Ralbag opts to render it as referring to
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the seven days of nuptial festivities.

Fitting in all of the births — Ralbag notes that according to his approach, there is no longer a problem, as
one can easily fit twelve consecutive births!?®! into an expanded fourteen year time frame.

Shimon and Levi — According to Ralbag's timeline, Shimon and Levi were approximately twenty when they
took revenge upon the city of Shechem.?4l

Yehuda's offspring — Ralbag states that this is the main motivation for his approach. By pushing the births
of Yaakov's first children back by seven years, Yehuda can be fifty years old upon his arrival in Egypt, and
there is more time for multiple generations of his descendants to have had their own children./?°l

"nT'm Tyni" — According to this approach, this interim period in which Leah did not give birth could have
lasted as much as a few years.

"qoi' nx 7N AT WU XD 'n1" — Ralbag says that this coincided with the completion of Yaakov's second
seven year term of service.

Crux of the position — Ralbag adopts a more rationalist position, according to which babies were carried
to full term and physical maturity was reached at ages which correlate with modern experience.?®! In order
to do so, he significantly challenges the simple reading of a number of texts and posits that selected verses
are out of order.

Yosef Born Later

Yosef was born only after the completion of Yaakov's first fourteen years working for Lavan, and the twelve
children were born over a span of up to twelve years. The incident with Shechem happened only much later
when Shimon and Levi were already twenty years old.

Jubilees, R. D"Z Hoffmann

"qoi' nx 7N AT WD 'n" — According to both Jubilees and R. D"Z Hoffmann, Yosef was born after

Yaakov had already completed both of the seven year stints.[?]

Fitting in all of the births — Jubilees' more elastic time frame affords ample time for all of the
pregnancies,?8l and even provides enough of a break between Leah's pregnancies to enable her to nurse
all of her children before becoming pregnant again.l?*!

Shimon and Levi — According to Jubilees, Shimon and Levi were over twenty* when they killed the
males of Shechem[®"! and Dinah was twelve.[%

Yehuda's offspring — In contrast to Ralbag's position above, this approach has little impact on the
chronology of the Yehuda story and is not motivated by an attempt to address this issue. According to
Jubilees, 33 Peretz was only one year old when they descended to Egypt, and Chetzron and Chamul were
not alive to be counted among the seventy souls who arrived.34
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"mIx'm" and "nNt yaw X'm" — Jubilees and R. D"Z Hoffmann both understand "n' ix'm" to mean that
Yaakov had completed his first seven years of work before marrying Leah. Consequently, they both

interpret "nxt yaw X" to refer to the seven days of nuptial celebration.[*!

"nT'm Tyni" — Jubilees has a three year hiatus between the births of Yehuda and Yissachar, while R. D"Z
Hoffmann posits only a single year interruption.®!

['] See, however, the Seikhel Tov on Bereshit 29:32 which reproduces the position of the Lekach Tov below.

2] According to them there was no more than a day in between the pregnancies.
[31 See also Chizkuni.

(4] This applied only between the consecutive pregnancies of the same wife. It also assumes that the
Patriarchs kept the laws of ritual purity — see Avot and Mitzvot. Seforno raises the possibility that this was not
the case. See also Seikhel Tov who appears to maintain that there were two weeks of ritual impurity in
between the births (however there is a lacuna in the text which makes its meaning difficult to ascertain).

[5] See the Tosafist commentary which rules out the possibility of overlap.
[®] The lone exception was Yosef. According to this Midrash, Dinah also did not have a twin.

[’] They suggest that Zevulun and Dinah were twins, thereby reducing the congestion of Leah's pregnancies
to only six in seven years and leaving more time for her hiatus from becoming pregnant after Yehuda's birth.
See also the opinion cited by Ibn Ezra. The alternative proposed by the Meshekh Chokhmah that Gad and
Asher were twins creates a less crowded schedule of pregnancies for the twelve children, but not for Leah
herself.

8] This position is also adopted by Rashi Bereshit 38:1.

%] They differ though on the details, with Rashi (following Bereshit Rabbah) interpreting that Yaakov was
referring to his own old age (or to Rivka's instructions) and Chizkuni (following Rashbam) saying that "m"
refers to the actual years of work.

[10] Rashi cites the Talmud Yerushalmi Moed Katan which adduces our verse as the source for not marrying
women on the intermediary days of a festival, as this would be mixing two discrete festivities. See Ramban,
though, who suggests that this derivation is just a hint rather than the literal meaning of the verse, and that
the Talmud Bavli brings a different source.

[11] Josephus reads these words of Lavan as referring to the second set of seven years of labor on behalf of
Rachel (with "nx1" being Rachel, instead of Leah), however Bereshit 29:30 seems to clearly imply that the
marriage to Rachel preceded the second seven years of work. According to Josephus, all sons after Yehuda
would have been born after fourteen years of Yaakov's stay — cf. Jubilees below.

['2] This option is also mentioned by Ibn Ezra in his commentary on Shemot.
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[13] While the Torah describes the birth of Leah's first four children and Leah's temporary infertility in 29:35
("nTm T™yn!") before recording the giving of Bilhah to Yaakov in 30:1-4, both Demetrius and Lekach Tov
assume that it was the giving of Zilpah to Yaakov in 30:9 which immediately followed Leah's not becoming
pregnant, as this was the direct consequence of "nT nTy 2 nx7 xan1". According to them, the giving of
Bilhah occurred prior to this, and the Torah waits to record it until after the birth of Yehuda so as not to
interrupt the narrative flow of Leah's births.

(14 Another variation, that there was overlap between the pregnancies of all of Bilhah, Zilpah, and Leah (her
later ones), appears in Sefer HaEmunah VeHaBitachon 24 (a work commonly misattributed to the Ramban —
see About Ramban).

[15] Cf. R. D"Z Hoffmann below.
['6] See also a variation of this theory developed by R. Menachem Leibtag.

[17] Demetrius says that Yaakov lived in Shechem for ten years, which makes Shimon and Levi 21 and 20. His
reconstruction is likely motivated by the assumption that the age of majority (at which point the term "w'x"
would apply to Shimon and Levi) was twenty (cf. Shemot 30:12-14). This position matches that of the Qumran
sect and that of Jubilees cited below. Cf. Chazal's position above that Shimon and Levi were 13 or 14.

['8] Nor any twins, as Ibn Ezra is the only of these exegetes who raises the possibility that Dina and Zevulun
were twins, and he brings this only as an alternative option ("there are some who say").

[191 Demetrius the Chronographer suggests that she did not become pregnant until eleven months had
passed.

201 One of the difficulties with Ralbag's position is that it forces him to postulate that Bereshit 29:20 is totally
out of order. See Abarbanel who contends that Ralbag's position jumbles the verses. For a detailed analysis
of Ralbag's position and a comparison to many of the other approaches, see R. Baruch Berner's article "Tnx
X' — DIV Yyawa Nal 0N Wy

[21] Ralbag points out that Yaakov says "n' ix'm", rather than "nTy m' X7n". His interpretation of the phrase
itself is similar to that found in Bereshit Rabbah and Rashi.

[22] This is, in fact, how Ramban interprets. However, according to Ramban, Yaakov married Leah only near
the end of the first seven years. Also compare to the position of Josephus cited above that the phrase refers
to the completion of the second seven year set.

[23] Ralbag asserts that the Torah's narrative seems to imply that there was no overlap between the
pregnancies.

[24] |nterestingly, Ralbag, himself, does not note this advantage of his approach. In his commentary on
Bereshit 34:25, he describes the methodical manner in which Shimon and Levi succeeded in wiping out the
males of Shechem. According to him, they made house calls, pretending to be coming to attend to the
circumcision wounds of the population. After killing the patients, they closed the doors and told the family
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members not to disturb the resting patients. This enabled them to make the rounds of the city before word got
out.

251 Ralbag details his objections to the much tighter time frame offered by Ibn Ezra (cited above).
[26] See Ralbag's formulation "vaon anmn 971"

271 While Jubilees has Yosef being born a number of years after the completion of the first fourteen years, R.
D"Z Hoffmann would probably maintain that it was a shorter period until Yosef was born. However, regarding
Dinah, R. D"Z Hoffmann suggests that she may not have been born until they returned to Israel (and that this
would account for her absence in Bereshit 32:23 and being mentioned separately in Bereshit 46:15); cf. Ibn
Ezra above. Ralbag rejects the entire notion of Yosef being born later ("vaxn AnX Imay 120w InX'W IR |'NI
qQor nx 7m 17w TV ,Mmw nwy"), however his proofs are not airtight.

[28] Jubilees offers a detailed accounting including exact days, months, and years.

291 Jubilees makes a lone exception in the case of Yissachar. After his birth, Jubilees says that Leah handed
him over to a nursemaid.

[30] Jubilees asserts that several years elapsed between YaakoV's leaving Lavan's home and his arrival in
Shechem.

31 As by Demetrius above, this reconstruction is likely motivated by the position (also found in Qumran) that
the age of majority, which would allow the term "¢i'x" to apply to Shimon and Levi, was twenty (see Shemot
30:12-14). Cf. Chazal's position above that Shimon and Levi were 13 or 14.

[32] This allows Jubilees to account for Dinah's description as a muya. Cf. Demetrius who says that Dinah was
sixteen at the time.

(33 \We do not possess R. D"Z Hoffmann's commentary on Bereshit 38-50.

[34] This approach would appear to be incompatible with the Biblical text which counts Chetzron and Chamul in
the list of seventy. However, see U. Cassuto and R. Yaakov Meidan who suggest that Chetzron and Chamul
were born in Egypt but were mentioned in the list as they later replaced Er and Onan who had died before the
descent.

[331 R, D"Z Hoffmann points to Shofetim 14:12 as a Biblical source for "npenn n* nyay".

[36] This is likely a function of the fact that Jubilees spreads the twelve births out over twelve years, while R.
D"Z Hoffmann's time frame is likely shorter.
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Demetrius says that when Jacob was seventy (seven) years old he fled to Charran in Mesopotamia,
having been sent away by his parents on account of the secret enmity with his brother Esau (the cause
of which was that his father had blessed him thinking that he was Esau), and also in order that he might
take a wife from that country.
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Jacob therefore set out for Charan in Mesopotamia, having left his father Isaac a hundred and thirty-
seven years of age, and being himself seventy-seven years old.

So after spending seven years there he married two daughters of his uncle Laban, Leah and Rachel,
when he was eighty-four years old: and in seven years more there were born to him twelve sons; in the
eighth year and tenth month Reuben, and in the ninth year and eighth month Symeon, and in the tenth
year and sixth month Levi, and in the eleventh year and fourth month Judah. And as Rachel did not bear
she became envious of her sister, and gave her own handmaid [Bilhah to Jacob as a concubine, who
bore Dan in the 4th month of the 11th year, and in the 2nd month of the 12th year, Naptali. And Leah
gave her own handmaid] Zilpah to be Jacob's concubine, at which same time Bilhah conceived
Nephthalim, in the eleventh year and fifth month, and bare a son in the twelfth year and second month,
and Leah called him Gad: and of the same mother in the same year and twelfth month he begat
another son, who was also named by Leah Asher.

And in return for the mandrake apples, which Reuben brought to and gave to Rachel, Leah again
conceived, as did her handmaid Zilpah at the same time, in the 3rd month of the 12th year, and bore a
son in the 12th month of the same year, and gave him the name Issachar.

And again Leah bore another son in the 10th month of the 13th year, whose name was Zebulun; and in
the 8th month of the 14th year, the same Leah bore a (daughter) named (Dinah). And at the same time
as Leah (conceived) a daughter, Dinah, Rachel also conceived in her womb, and in the 8th month of
the 14th year she bore a son, who was named Joseph, so that in the 7 years spent with Laban, 12
children were born.

But when Jacob wished to go back to his father in Canaan, he was requested by Laban to stay six
years more, so that in all he abode twenty years with Laban in Charan.

And while he was going to Canaan, an angel of the Lord wrestled with him, and touched the hollow of
Jacob's thigh, and he became numb and went lame; on account of this the tendon of the thigh of cattle
is not eaten. And the angel said to him that fom that time on he would no longer be called Jacob, but
Israel. And he came to (Salem, a city) of the land of Canaan, having with him his children, Reuben, 12
years and 2 months old; Simeon, 11 years and 4 months; Levi, 10 years and 6 months; Judah, 9 years
and 8 months; (Dan 9 years and 8 months;) Naptali, 8 years and 10 months; Gad, 8 years and 10
months; Asher, 8 years; Issachar, 8 years; Zebulon, 7 years and 2 months; Dinah, 6 years and 4
months; Joseph, 6 years and 4 months old.

Now Israel lived beside Hamor for 10 years, and Israel's daughter, Dinah, was defiled by Shechem the
son of Hamor, when she was 16 years and 4 months old. And Israel's son Simeon, at 21 years and 4
months, and Levi, at 20 years and 6 months of age, rushed out and slew both Hamor and his son
Shechem, and all their males, because of the defilement of Dinah; and Jacob was 107 years old at the
time.
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Now Laban promised to treat him with great humanity, both on account of his ancestors, and
particularly for the sake of his mother, towards whom, he said, he would show his kindness, even
though she were absent, by taking care of him; for he assured him he would make him the head
shepherd of his flock, and give him authority sufficient for that purpose; and when he should have a
mind to return to his parents, he would send him back with presents, and this in as honorable a manner
as the nearness of their relation should require. This Jacob heard gladly; and said he would willingly,
and with pleasure, undergo any sort of pains while he tarried with him, but desired Rachel to wife, as
the reward of those pains, who was not only on other accounts esteemed by him, but also because
she was the means of his coming to him; for he said he was forced by the love of the damsel to make
this proposal. Laban was well pleased with this agreement, and consented to give the damsel to him,
as not desirous to meet with any better son-in-law; and said he would do this, if he would stay with him
some time, for he was not willing to send his daughter to be among the Canaanites, for he repented of
the alliance he had made already by marrying his sister there. And when Jacob had given his consent
to this, he agreed to stay seven years; for so many years he had resolved to serve his father-in-law,
that, having given a specimen of his virtue, it might be better known what sort of a man he was. And
Jacob, accepting of his terms, after the time was over, he made the wedding-feast; and when it was
night, without Jacob's perceiving it, he put his other daughter into bed to him, who was both elder than
Rachel, and of no comely countenance: Jacob lay with her that night, as being both in drink and in the
dark. However, when it was day, he knew what had been done to him; and he reproached Laban for his
unfair proceeding with him; who asked pardon for that necessity which forced him to do what he did; for
he did not give him Lea out of any ill design, but as overcome by another greater necessity: that,
notwithstanding this, nothing should hinder him from marrying Rachel; but that when he had served
another seven years, he would give him her whom he loved. Jacob submitted to this condition, for his
love to the damsel did not permit him to do otherwise; and when another seven years were gone, he
took Rachel to wife.
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2NN TN DY NMPNY DY OYIN DI ...70I8NY 1A M) P DY APYd

PYI DY Y92 NYNPNN NNONA YIAP 7PN MNIWNN DOV 190N ,APY> N2 DOYIAY 190N D 12T P
221N 19012 .ONYY PONPN MDMN N0 DOXVPIN NITIND MV PN PIRY Y1900 YTNN UTIP 19010
NIV ,DO0IVN TAN DY 12 91N 1IN Y GN 19993 1IN 2Py DY 1P 12) P ORIY NI DAY DY
YTD DOWYNAN NINND D PNV 12N ,NONR DY ONMIN INK DINND ITPY DRI NI MNY DX VI 2INON
DY N ,NTIN DY PTIIN DMV IND 1Y YITH 12T VNN TO TINN .DOYAWN 5751 190100 VYN ROV
VIV 51NN PINN 1DV NWND PR ODIN APV DOWDIWN NI TY NYIN NdYIN PR PPYN 2112V
190X VP, PINY Y DY ONINY DNMIPN IR NN N9 PANY 1D YR PITY 19 DXV ,)11DNN NN XIND
.DMINNA NONX DMV YTON R NDYNY NINRY 11D 299Y NPIN 010N PINN NN 1IN 2ININ D3N N
PN DINN NIND .7PYY 2210 1NN NYYN DOV 01211 NN TN N WOY 1PN DY 12TH Pand »1D
MY NINKY KDY (DN DY) NN YRR OV DY DPY TON WYX NN 7Y DRIV NN DY Opnd
DIPY , 7292 02N KDY ,DNWUNRIN DN MY DTN PN ,DMIY PN OINNNY NN N0V P11 /ORI
DY IMD X2D NIV NI Y DY IND XD 2WN) 17102 N1 7PD,I19N IR DY D2 1D 79D .0XNNN DY DY
12 P2 Y DY) DTIANY N7 1210 ... 0NN PYY AN, NTID [NDONR] ...NDWD NNI»N) XD 99N ODIN N
PN NAY N MY MHTITHA NN DY PAR 12 T INIVNRD MNT 7702 NN DY PIX 12 P2 NN DY PNNX
NNN MITN2 TN NN DY PIN 12V TV ,0MIPNI DIDY NININ I 1D I NTHN Y NNN HY P DT
PYIAPNIY ,NPNNONT MTIYVNN NI Y3 DY .NOYW NI MN DTANN DY 10TV I1TH) .12 NIITNI KDY 1NINY
D) T2°95) 1NV DY NXRIPI NNAWN I1DWN NNAWN DRIWI TOMY NOT DXVIYN 2N THN DI ,NNNN 1902
N9Y ,NIT 19 NOWY NN Y ,D22 IWININ TIOINY PPN AT MDD 10T NN DY 12 NN NI X9
2 MNAYN PN L,PINT Y NNN NI XID 1P D D2IX IT NIDT NN NPV IR I PRI ,NMINAWN vNNd
VYN KDY I9IN DXNNN DIPN KON YT .7% TN TOIN PN NV T8N TN MDY NN WDV P NN
DTN’ M2 NVDY DY NONX 72510 ,MITHYHD MNAYN SNV NYITOPNV 71PN TN ,0IVN DY PIINAYN PIN
,DIITNY TINY TN NNIWNRN TNT ITO2 DT, 1IN Y DY DIPNN NI Y19 XD 79D 0NN
MY MITNA DXTMYN ,NTIN? DV NI A 01N PINN NI DY DNYRIN 1P MY KON , 00NN DY DY NP
MNYT 9D N ,INIVII NODIPNN NNDNN Y DY 2TN 7PN T D .OMTIT DY DY MP )N Y IO
NNAYNY MNINNN NNAWNI NN NNIWN IT T8I 1T NINYIY DY .XI-V: 1D 927191 1902 1INON TN
INTIM PI,NNNY 292 NTNPN NNAYN TOM X9 HY DMYRIN M NN TR DOV, NININ NNXT ;01NN
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DOIVRIN P MY D) NN RI YITNY .NXIN MY DY NIRIPIV NOWOY DNIVN NTO» DOMINK PN IUN
DY INIPIV ,ONRIY NINAYN 1172 I2TN POV IO ,DNPANR DY DY NIRIPIN INSWNN DY NON DY 0N
YNV YTOM ,PINY Y DY DM NNN DI XI9 HY DINWUNIN 17 NVYY 19N PAD D2 12Ppyd DY PT1II MnNY
9y 2955 NNMPN N DRI OXNNN MNY DPNDY NTINY 22D MNIWNN VNN DY 1IN0 RINY MINIWN
M>2%N TINN OMNY INNDI XD ,0°2 XJ2 DIV INNDY 1 DY GR MINY /INRIVIND 1Y NIND> KDY INNND PIN)
ATIND TINN RPT AN /ORI DY NNKD XDV S0IWNN NVIAN YD YYD W HODINY AT NV PONYN
INDNVI DN XD INNY NN Y ONMNY PONPI MDMNN DYN MNND XOY 1NN Y DUYNI NI N2HXNNN

.02 DIPN NN DIPNN M2

PISN DY IO 19 299 19 D) NY D) (V2,170 927H22)) 22,1792 PINY Y IO 7N N9 VO NI NNY
D21 MY X192 D YTONY PYIYN THND 7PN TIN 1TON KD PYTY DINND DT NYYWIY 13 DY Gr DM
(2> ,371) 2INON NN .NNWAN TINT ©XNNN DY DNNY NI PIYTNND YT 1IN Y DY DM OXI NYNN
SN X9 NOWY IINT Y DI 92Y7 : 7PVLA DI KDINDN 1D NYIONND MHNNI DIND NIINID NN PNV
3 DY NI 1T Y0 NIND PINY Y NN DMINNY INT OTIP ATIY I YTHN NON NN amvo
X719 92 PIY DIPN 9N D8N YTIVHD PN RD IO OYY WID NINI IND L, PINY W NORD DNIANND DMWY

TN 2 TINT OMIPN TP KDY 32 Y, 1IN Y DY DN ONI 751N I8N
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