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A Three Day Journey?

DIVINE DUPLICITY?
In Shemot 3:17, at the Burning Bush, Hashem tells Moshe to gather the elders of Israel and tell them of His
plans to redeem the Children of Israel from the afflictions of Egypt and bring them to the Land of Israel:
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In the very next verse, Hashem commands Moshe to follow this up by speaking to Paroh, and He dictates
to him what should be said to the king. As the reader waits expectantly to hear "Let my people go!",
Hashem instead tells Moshe to petition Paroh to permit the nation to depart for only a three day holiday in
the wilderness:
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These verses raise a host of questions. Why would Hashem instruct Moshe to ask Paroh for only a three
day furlough if His real intent was to take the nation to the Promised Land forever? Was this an attempt to
deceive Paroh? Why would Hashem choose to resort to deception rather than being upfront about the
ultimate goal?!"! What would have happened had Paroh consented to the three day request? Did Paroh
know of the plans to leave permanently? Did the Egyptians know? Did the Israelites all know?

ONGOING NEGOTIATIONS
Two subsequent verses confirm that Moshe followed Hashem's instructions to the letter. In Shemot 5:3,
when Moshe and Aharon meet Paroh they tell him:
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Similarly, in Shemot 8:23, in the aftermath of the fourth plague of any, Moshe reiterates:
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In fact, Moshe's dialogue with Paroh throughout the entire set of Plagues appear to indicate that Paroh
continued to believe that the Israelites were supposed to return to Egypt after their desert holiday. For this
reason, even during the negotiations following the ninth plague of darkness, Paroh insists that the Israelites’
livestock remain in Egypt to guarantee that their owners would come back after their holiday.
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This leads us to the ultimate question: When Paroh finally agreed to let the Israelites go after the Plague of
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the Firstborn, was he expelling them permanently (as the usages of the root va?! might imply) or merely
granting them a temporary leave of absence for religious worship? Or, formulated alternatively, when Paroh
chases after the Israelites in Shemot 14, is he doing so because they appeared to be vulnerable ("nDn 09
1aTan DNV 120 YIxa") and he regretted expelling them ("nv19 127 7901") or because he had expected
that they would return ("oyn n1a 2")?

GIFTS OR LOANS

The matter of the three day request is intertwined with the question of the nature of the gold and silver
vessels the Egyptians gave the Israelites — see Reparations and Despoiling Egypt. Did the Egyptians intend
them as loans, anticipating that the Israelites would be returning, or as outright gifts knowing full well that
the Israelites were leaving for good? In Exegetical Approaches, we will explore the relationship between the
various expectations of Paroh, the Egyptians, and the Israelites.

[l The Ran adds that the Children of Israel initially wondered why Moshe was afraid to be candid with Paroh,
and this caused them to have doubts as to whether Moshe was really Hashem's messenger.

(2] |In Shemot 6:1, 11:1, 12:39.
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A Three Day Journey?
Exegetical Approaches

Overview

Commentators disagree regarding whether any deception was involved in the request for merely a three
day journey. Some suggest that Moshe did not mislead Paroh. According to HaKetav VeHaKabbalah,

+ upon Paroh's denial of the original request, Moshe demanded complete freedom, and thus Paroh was
fully cognizant from a very early stage that he was being asked to emancipate the nation. In contrast,
the Netziv proposes that the change in plans occurred only after the unworthy among the Hebrews
perished in the Plague of Darkness, as it was only then that the rest of the nation merited complete !
redemption. Finally, R"Y Bekhor Shor suggests that had the Egyptians not drowned in Yam Suf, the |
Israelites would have in fact returned to Egypt as promised and apparently the Exodus would have
occurred in stages.

Most exegetes, though, think that the request was indeed a ruse, and a necessary one. They argue that
had Moshe requested permanent freedom (an outrageous request by the moral standards of that era),
Paroh would not have granted the Israelites even temporary leave, the Egyptians would not have loaned
+ their valuables, and the process which ended with the Egyptians drowning at Yam Suf would not have
been triggered. Additionally, the full extent of Paroh's intransigence would not have been displayed, and
Moshe himself might have even been beheaded. Ramban also agrees that there was intent to deceive,
but he proposes that the primary target of the deception was the Children of Israel themselves, who
were not yet mentally prepared to leave Egypt permanently to go and conquer Canaan. !

The differing positions are influenced by their views on a number of related issues. Under what

+ circumstances or for what purposes is deception and/or lying permitted? How inflexible was Paroh?
What is the meaning of "om* nej7¢ 1 1"? What was Paroh thinking when he finally let the nation go, and
why did he give chase so soon after?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

No Deception

Some commentators explain that Hashem did not mislead Paroh, and that although Moshe's original
request was for only a three day journey, changing circumstances caused the ultimate departure to be a
permanent one. The variations of this possibility differ regarding the cause and timing of this change:

Upfront from the Start

Only the initial request was for a three day holiday, and after Paroh rejected it, Moshe upped the ante and
demanded permanent freedom for the Israelites. There was thus no deception because Paroh knew of the
plans all along.
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Sefer HaNitzachon, HaKetav VeHaKabbalah

Purpose of the initial three day request — These commentators explain that this request was intended
only to demonstrate how hard-hearted and inflexible Paroh was that he would not consider even a
temporary leave.[']

Moshe's subsequent conversations with Paroh — According to this approach, Moshe requested
permanent freedom for the people even before the Plagues and throughout the process./?! However, this
position does not explain why in the middle of the Plagues (8:23) Moshe again mentions a leave of only
three days.

Deception not permitted — R. Lipmann-Muhlhausen is reluctant to attribute deception or a lie to Hashem
or Moshe. A couple of paragraphs earlier, he writes regarding borrowing vessels (#49) "lw19%7 "2 1vo N
NN P 12N 2D KN AXY 7V DNNEDRT DYV A Mwnw fnnarnzn n7xe T R, Mecklenburg is
similarly reluctant, and this is consistent with his general tendencies in defending the Patriarchs — see his
commentary to Bereshit 27:19 and About R"Y Mecklenburg.

"my nx n¢" — HaKetav VeHaKabbalah asserts that the intensive 7y9 form of the verb n?w means to send
away permanently, and stands in contrast to the simple 7y form which means simply to send. For more,
see n7v Bl

"nT12y1" — According to R. Lipmann-Muhlhausen and R. Mecklenburg, this refers to becoming servants of
Hashem, and not just a one-time act of religious sacrifice.[*l

Understanding the negotiations — This opinion does not account for the protracted negotiations between
Moshe and Paroh as to whether women, children, and livestock would be able to accompany the men.! In
fact, HaKetav VeHaKabbalah (Shemot 10:11) appears to say that Paroh was petitioned merely for a
temporary journey, and it was only his suspicion that Moshe's real intention was to leave permanently.

Permanent freedom granted at the Exodus — When Paroh finally agreed to release the Israelites, it was
with the full knowledge that they were leaving for good. R. Mecklenburg reads "nx na ony1a1" in Shemot
12:32 to mean that Paroh will be blessed by their permanent departure as he will no longer need to endure
further plagues.!

Despoiling Egypt — As the Egyptians knew that the Israelites were leaving permanently, both of these
commentators understand that the gold and silver vessels were given as outright gifts, not loans.["l See
Reparations and Despoiling Egypt.

Why did Paroh give chase? "nyn n12 9" poses a difficulty particularly for the position that Paroh had
given the Israelites their unconditional release.®l HaKetav VeHaKabbalah thus attempts to reinterpret "n12"
as if it were a passive (‘7v91) form related to nn2, and thereby explains that Paroh thought the Israelites
were locked in by the desert (as in "aTan oy 120").)
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Switch Prior to the Exodus

The original request and subsequent negotiations related only to a three day journey. However, the situation
changed after the Plague of Darkness, and when Paroh ultimately granted permission, it was to leave
forever.

Netziv!10]

Purpose of the initial three day request — The Netziv explains that had the Egyptians known that the
Israelites were leaving for good, they would not have loaned them their gold and silver vessels.['"l He adds
that the Egyptians' desire to retrieve their loaned objects, in turn, led them to chase after the Israelites and
drown in Yam Suf.l'?

Moshe's subsequent conversations with Paroh — The Netziv maintains that throughout the Plagues,
the negotiations dealt with the plans for a temporary religious excursion (as is explicit in 8:23 and indicated
by many other verses). Only after the Plague of Darkness during which the unworthy part of the Hebrew
population perished, did the rest of the Children of Israel become worthy of complete freedom, and at this
point Moshe demanded their permanent release.l'®!

Permanent freedom granted at the Exodus — According to the Netziv, after the Plague of the Firstborn,
Paroh banished the Israelites permanently, as per Hashem's prediction "nTn nynx v1a' ¥na n'73 in7wd"
(Shemot 11:1).04

Why did Paroh give chase? The Netziv posits that Paroh regretted his decision to permanently free the
Israelites ("IrTav1 ny19 127 190"), and that the Egyptian masses were never even aware that the Israelites
had been granted permanent freedom.!"®! Thus, when he received reports that the Israelites were lost and
cowering ("oyn N1 ") in the wilderness, he decided to change course.!®l

Despoiling Egypt — The Netziv maintains that although the objects were given as loans, they later became
spoils of war and legitimately became the property of the Israelites. See Reparations and Despoiling Egypt.

Always Planned to Return

Even after the Exodus, the Israelites were still planning on returning to Egypt after their three day journey,
as Moshe had promised Paroh.I'”l Once Paroh and the Egyptians drowned at Yam Suf, though, there was
no longer any reason to return.

R. Yosef Bekhor Shor, Chizkuni, R. Bachyal'8l

Purpose of the initial three day request — R. Bachya suggests that the point was for the Children of
Israel to gradually become accustomed to Hashem's commandments.

What if Paroh had consented initially or not chased? R. Bachya's comments appear to suggest that
there would have been multiple stages of the Exodus, and taking permanent leave of the Egyptians would

alhatorah.org/a.html?Shemot/03/ThreeDays/2 3/10


http://alhatorah.org/a.html?Shemot/03/Reparations
http://alhatorah.org/a.html?Shemot/03/ThreeDays/5#NetzivShemot5-3
http://alhatorah.org/a.html?Shemot/03/ThreeDays/5#RYBSShemot14-2
http://alhatorah.org/a.html?Shemot/03/ThreeDays/5#ChizkuniShemot3-18
http://alhatorah.org/a.html?Shemot/03/ThreeDays/5#RBachyaShemot3-18

12/19/13 A Three Day Journey?: Approaches = ALHaTorah.org

have come only at a later stage.

Moshe's subsequent conversations with Paroh — According to this approach, the entire dialogue
discussed only a temporary journey.

Deception not permitted — These commentators stress the importance of Moshe and the Israelites not
being guilty of lying (or theft).

Temporary leave granted at the Exodus — Paroh permitted the Israelites merely to go to sacrifice.

Despoiling Egypt — According to R. Yosef Bekhor Shor, the borrowed vessels would have been returned
had the Egyptians not drowned and forfeited their claims. On the other hand, R. Bachya says that the
objects were given in lieu of centuries of unpaid wages and with no expectation of their being returned. See
Reparations and Despoiling Egypt.

If the Israelites were keeping their word, why did Paroh give chase?

e R"Y Bekhor Shor Shemot 5:4 interprets "nm' ny7¢i 901" as three travel days, and thus he says that the
Israelites about-faced immediately after the three days.['®! According to him, despite the Israelites
turning back toward Egypt, talebearers told Paroh that the Israelites intended to flee.[?%l

¢ Alternatively, though, "nm' ny'72¢i 301" means a distance covered by an average person in three days.
211 According to this, the Israelites might have still been at the beginning of their allotted journey timef??!
when Paroh was goaded into chasing after them.

No Choice but to Deceive

This approach understands the three day proposal as a necessary ruse to facilitate the Exodus.
Commentators diverge regarding the intended audience of the deception and as to why this ploy was
essential:

Egyptians Were Misled

Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael, Shemot Rabbah, Rashi, Lekach Tov, Rashbam, Ibn Ezra, Ralbag,
Ran, Akeidat Yitzchak, Abarbanel, Shadal

Purpose of the deceptive three day request — There are a number of different possibilities:

e Had Paroh known that the Israelites intended to leave permanently, he would not have let them go even
temporarily — Rashbam identifies this as Moshe's concern,[2% and Ralbag says that this was Hashem's
reason for the deception.

e Had Paroh and the Egyptians known from the beginning that the Israelites were leaving permanently,
they would not have chased after them and drowned in Yam Sufi24l — Shemot Rabbah, Lekach Tov, lbn
Ezra, Ran.

e The Egyptians would not have loaned their belongings to the Israelites had they known that they would
not be returning — Ibn Ezra.[?%] |bn Ezra assumes that the objects were a loan — see Reparations and
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Despoiling Egypt for a full discussion.

Paroh's refusal of the three day request demonstrated his intransigence more so than if he had been
asked to free the Israelites permanently!?®! — an opinion cited by the Ran,?”! Akeidat Yitzchak,
Abarbanel.[?8] While slavery itself was the norm during this time period in Egypt and the rest of the
world,’?? records exist of other Egyptian slaves being granted furloughs for religious worship.2%
Moshe would not have dared to request that Paroh completely free the Israelites,"1 and such a bold
request might even have caused Paroh to kill Moshe and act even harsher toward the Israelites —
Shadal.??

Is deception permitted?t3!

e Rashbam and Shadal maintain that it is permissible to be deceptive in such cases.?* Rashbam notes
the parallel use of sacrificial worship as a cover story also in the case of Shemuel, and Shadal alludes
to the verse "ymonn wpy ny!" also in his justification of despoiling Egypt.?%! The Ran also, while
highlighting the potential moral issues involved and noting that these caused both the Israelites®®! and
Paroh himselft®’] to doubt whether Moshe was acting as God's messenger,[*8 nevertheless explains
that Hashem uses such means in administering punishment to the wicked.*!

lbn Ezra is more circumspect in his justification of the action, saying "ar> 12T xmanw nyni".[4% He is
thus forced to resort to arguing that technically Moshe did not lie because he never explicitly said they
would return, and that the nation did in fact sacrifice at Mt. Sinai.*"! Even according to Ibn Ezra, though,

Moshe's request was misleading.

How could such a secret be kept from the entire Egyptian nation? |lbn Ezra praises the righteousness

of the Israelites for not revealing the secret ("Tion 172 X7w 78w 0 nnna o). 42 Alternatively, the

Egyptians were informed of the plans to leave permanently and this accounts for Paroh's suspicions and

insistence on guaranteeing their return.[*3l

Moshe's subsequent conversations with Paroh — According to this approach, the entire dialogue
discussed only a temporary journey.

Temporary leave granted at the Exodus — Ibn Ezra explains that Paroh gave the Israelites only

temporary leave to sacrifice ("niar? n3%7 nnxnn onix wAa").4#4 Thus Paroh needed to specify "na nixx na

1Ny oD1j72", while had the Israelites been leaving permanently this would have been obvious.

Despoiling Egypt — These commentators diverge on this issue. Most explain that the items were given as

loans with the expectation that they would be returned, but that the Israelites were entitled to keep them as
compensation for the slavery. However, Rashbam maintains that the items were given as gifts to sponsor

the religious worship, perhaps to gain Divine favor. See Reparations and Despoiling Egypt.

Why did Paroh give chase? According to this approach, "ny19 117 790" means that Paroh regretted

granting permission for a three day holiday and falling for the Israelite ruse. There is a difference of opinion,

though, on how he knew that he had been deceived and that the Israelites had fled ("oyn n1a »"). This
disagreement centers on the meaning of the phrase "nm' n¢j7¢i 371"
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« Three travel days — Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael, Shemot Rabbah, and Rashi.*®! According to them,
Paroh's spies reported back to him that the Israelites did not head back to Egypt on the fourth day, and
thus Paroh knew that he had been duped.

¢ Adistance which takes an average person three days to cover — This is apparently the approach
adopted by the Lekach Tov and Ibn Ezra who note that this is the distance to Mt. Sinai.[*! According to
them, Moshe did not lie,#”l and the nation was, in fact, on its way to Mt. Sinai as promised.*®l Thus, Ibn
Ezra explains that it was the Israelites' U-turn at Pi-HaChirot which led Paroh to conclude that their
intention was not to go to sacrifice.

Even the Israelites Themselves Did not Know
Ramban

Purpose of the deceptive three day request — Ramban explains that the Children of Israel were not yet

prepared to leave Egypt permanently and would not have agreed to enter and conquer the Land of Israel.[*°]

Moshe's subsequent conversations with Paroh — According to this approach, the entire dialogue
discussed only a temporary journey.

When did the Israelites find out that they were going forever? While Moshe is instructed in Shemot
3:16-17 to inform the Elders of Israel about the long range plans, it is unclear if the masses were ever privy
to this information.®® Even if they were aware of the long term plan, it is difficult to determine when they
thought it would be implemented and if even during the actual Exodus they knew they were leaving

permanently.!

Deception not permitted — Ramban does not address this issue.
Despoiling Egypt — Ramban does not address this issue.
Temporary leave granted at the Exodus — Paroh gave the Israelites only permission to go to worship.

Why did Paroh give chase? According to Ramban, Paroh's spies reported that the Israelites were not
sacrificing but were rather parading as if they had achieved full freedom.

['] See below for the Akeidat Yitzchak's similar position and Shadal's critique (and possible solution).

2] This shift may be connected to the new mission of Moshe which began in Shemot 6. Initially, Hashem
offered a more gradual process in which the Children of Israel would not have immediately left Egypt forever.
Paroh's intransigence and the resulting impatience of the Israelites then caused a change in plans — see
Double Mission.

[3] See nw for cases which do not fit this pattern, and see R"E Samet in miwx1 m70 ,yawn nw1oa nary who
takes issue with R. Mecklenburg's claim, arguing that the distinction between the forms depends not on
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permanence but the level of force involved.

[l However, see Shemot 10:26 from which it is apparent that the verb Tay? in this story connotes sacrifices,
and see R"E Samet.

[51 Al of this makes little sense if one assumes that Paroh knew the entire time that the Israelites would be
leaving for good.

(6] HaKetav VeHaKabbalah rejects the reading of other commentators that the verse is related to religious
worship. However, R. Mecklenburg's reading does not explain why Paroh specified "inj7 D)1j72 D3 DIXY DA";
this fits better in a context of negotiations over who could participate in the religious ritual. Cf. the Netziv's
explanation below.

[71 See Sefer HaNitzachon 49 and HaKetav VeHaKabbalah Shemot 3:22 and 11:2.

8] R. Mecklenburg acknowledges this difficulty, but presents it as a problem even for those who say that Paroh
had only authorized a temporary journey, as even according to them the Israelites were not fleeing.

[%] See the Netziv below for a more plausible alternative which could also work for HaKetav VeHaKabbalah's
position.

['01 This appears to also be the position of HaRekhasim Levik'ah, but it is much more fully developed by the
Netziv.

[11] According to the Netziv, the objects were loaned only after Paroh granted permission to leave (see
Reparations and Despoiling Egypt for different opinions on this matter), but the Egyptians were still unaware
that Paroh had expelled the Israelites permanently. The Netziv (Shemot 11:2) adds that therefore Hashem
specified that Moshe should speak "in the ears of the people" so that secrecy would be maintained (cf. LXX).

[12] Cf. Ibn Ezra and the Ran below.

[13] 1t is unclear why the Netziv needs to propose both this factor and the previously mentioned aspect of the
despoiling of the Egyptians, as either alone could have sufficed. The advantage of this second factor is that it
does not involve any intentional deception.

['4 The Netziv explains that Paroh emphasized "inj7 p)1j72 D2 DYIXY D" despite the permanent nature of the
release, as there was room to think that Paroh would have confiscated their livestock. Cf. Josephus in
Antiquities 2:14:5 (307) that Paroh wanted to keep the Israelites' herds as the Plagues had wiped out that of
the Egyptians.

[15] This is how he interprets "nyn 7% I'Tayl Nv19 124 790", that Paroh changed his mind to agree with his
people.

[16] Cf. R"Y Albo in Sefer Halkkarim 4:25.

[17] Like the first two possibilities above, this option attempts to reconcile Moshe's requests with what the
nation ultimately did. However, in contrast to HaKetav VeHaKabbalah's approach which reinterprets the
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subsequent requests to match them to the end result of the nation leaving permanently, this option posits that
the originally intended outcome would have matched the requests. The Netziv's variation is a combination of
these two.

['8] C. Chavel in his notes to the commentary suggests that this position should be attributed to R. Chananel
due to its similarity to the position R. Bachya cites in the name of R. Chananel in 3:22. In contrast, Y. Ratzaby
attributes it to R. Saadia.

[19] This is how he explains "iav' 'x1w' 12 9% 121" in Shemot 14:2. [R"Y Bekhor Shor's comment (Shemot
13:20) "wwin ni — npon wo'l" is apparently the result of a scribal error. See Chizkuni there who has "ni
nwn".] R"Y Bekhor Shor does not address whether by this point the Israelites had already offered their
sacrifices.

(201 According to R"Y Bekhor Shor's approach that the Israelites were keeping their word, they should have
been back in Egypt by the seventh day after the Exodus. Thus, it is likely that according to him, the splitting of
Yam Suf took place earlier than that. Cf. Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael below.

[211 See Lekach Tov and Ibn Ezra below that the intent was to sacrifice at Mt. Sinai.
221 Thus they had not yet sacrificed, as they had not yet arrived at Mt. Sinai.

(23] As opposed to most other commentators, Rashbam's point of departure is Shemot 3:12, and he tries to
explain how Hashem's response there addresses Moshe's concerns.

[241 According to this approach, Hashem takes an active role in hardening a sinner's heart — see Hardened
Hearts regarding whether Ibn Ezra is consistent on this issue. See also Abarbanel who critiques this position
and says that Hashem could obviously have arranged the chase and drowning through less morally dubious
means.

[25] The commentators differ regarding the relationship between the three day ruse, the borrowing of vessels,
and the Egyptians chasing and drowning in Yam Suf. According to Ibn Ezra, the three day ruse facilitated both
the borrowing and the chase, while the Ran says that the three day ruse and the borrowing together led to the
chase (see HaKetav VeHaKabbalah above who critiques the position of the Ran). A third variation appears in
the Netziv (see above) who says that the three day ruse facilitated the borrowing which, in turn, caused the
Egyptians to chase.

(261 Shadal dismisses this possibility noting that the reason Paroh refused this request was only out of concern
that the nation would not return. However, Shadal cites his student R. Yitzchak Pardo's response that Paroh's
initial refusal made no mention of this concern and was also accompanied by a worsening of the conditions of
the slavery.

[27] See above for the similar position in Sefer HaNitzachon. See also Hardened Hearts for the position cited by
the Meiri that the meaning of "nv19 27 nx 'n pTnY" is that He displayed Paroh's stubborness for the world to
see.
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[28] The Akeidat Yitzchak and Abarbanel thereby avoid the opinion above that Hashem actively caused Paroh
to harden his heart. For more on their positions on this issue, see Hardened Hearts.

(291 Thus, Paroh's refusal to permanently free the Israelites would have been viewed as morally legitimate and
perhaps the only rational course of action. Not allowing slaves the opportunity to worship their God, on the
other hand, would have been considered a violation of accepted practice.

[30] See the sources cited by N. Sarna, Exploring Exodus (New York, 1996): 227 fn.86. See also R. D"Z
Hoffmann Shemot 3:16 who gives the polytheistic backdrop: "oy 57 nan% ,0"7"2xn-Ta1y 2w on7iva Nt nn 2m 79
NN DY W 0778 17'9KR Y197 awnl ywohi,ImitR nx 1ayY". Thus, although from a modern perspective,
demanding complete freedom may seem like the more sustainable request, projecting the (post-Biblical) moral
standards of secular society on Ancient Egypt may be quite anachronistic.

311 Such a demand would have been viewed as outrageous in a society where slavery was standard, and
Moshe would have lost all credibility.

[32] Cf. U. Cassuto who suggests that diplomatic niceties required opening with a more limited request, and see
R"E Samet who further develops this approach.

[33] There are two aspects which may be problematic here. One is whether the Israelites sacrificed as Moshe
said or whether this was an outright untruth. This depends on the understandings of "om n¢j'2¢ 01" — see
below. The second issue is that the Egyptians were led to believe that the Israelites would be returning.

[34] 1t is not clear whether they are permitting merely deception or even an outright lie. See below that
according to the Mekhilta DeRabbi Yishmael and Rashi, even an outright lie might be permitted.

[35] See also Bavli Megillah 13b regarding Yaakov.

[36] The Ran also raises the possibility that Moshe himself did not initially understand the reason for Hashem's
command. Interestingly, R"Y Albo (Ran's disciple) makes a parallel suggestion in Sefer Halkkarim 4:25
regarding the ruse which caused Sichon to attack. For more, see Hardened Hearts, and see Moshe. Also
compare to Shadal above who suggests that the reason for the command here was Moshe's fears of being
more direct.

[37] According to the Ran, Paroh's sins necessitated punishment, and thus Hashem intentionally hardened his
heart. The Ran appears to adopt a Maimonidean position regarding the moral justification of this action — see
Hardened Hearts.

[38] According to the Ran, it was only at Yam Suf that the Israelites understood the purpose of the ruse, and
this led to their belief "iTay nwna1 'na 11my1". The nation's doubts may have returned, though, many times
during the years in the wilderness — see Moshe.

(391 The Ran compares this to Hashem's misleading of Paroh into thinking that Yam Suf dried up through
natural means. Rather than positing that Hashem used the wind to dry up the sea, the Ran assumes that the
sea could not have been dried through natural means, and the wind was merely a ruse to fool Paroh that the
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process was natural. For more, see Yam Suf. The parallel, however, is not exact, as using a natural decoy
does not require human deceit or theft.

[401 lbn Ezra's position is typical of exegetes who lived in Islamic lands, and is likely influenced by sensitivity to
Muslim polemics and accusations. Cf. R. Saadia Bereshit 20:12 (p.390), R. Chananel Shemot 3:22 regarding
despoiling Egypt "niman nyT ana% xin N2 wimpn 7w ni?wi on”, and Ibn Ezra Bereshit 27:19.

[41] See below that according to Ibn Ezra, "om' nejvi 07" refers to the distance to Mt. Sinai, and that Moshe
kept his word.

[42] Cf. Tanchuma Shemot 10.

(3] 1t is also possible that the Israelites did not believe such a plan was realistic — see Menachem Leibtag who
develops this idea.

[44] He adds that the Egyptians thought that the Plagues had come because they had not allowed the Israelites
to sacrifice, as per Shemot 5:3 (rather than because they had enslaved them unjustly). Thus, the necessary
remedy was merely to permit the Israelites to sacrifice.

[45] According to this position, as the Israelites never sacrificed after three days, the three day request was a
complete fabrication.

[46] Cf, Akeidat Yitzchak who speaks of a total of ten days for the entire journey. See also the suggestion of A.
Shemesh, "Three Days' Journey from the Temple," DSD 6:2 (1999): 127 that the phrase means leaving the
land of Egypt, and stands in contrast to Paroh's suggestion of "yaxa nyn7x7 1nar 17"

[47] See above that Ibn Ezra is very concerned with this point.

[48] See HaKetav VeHaKabbalah above who is bothered by why Paroh assumed that the Israelites had run
away.

[49] Cf. Shemot Rabbah that the ones who did not want to leave Egypt died during the Plague of Darkness.
See also the interpretation of R. Bachya above who speaks of the need for a gradual religious initiation (and
see Israelites' Religious Identity), and R. Hirsch Shemot 3:13 who notes that educating the Israelite nation was
more difficult than speaking to Paroh. The fears of the nation to do battle with the Canaanites and their
reluctance to leave Egypt are brought into sharp relief already in Shemot 14:12 and continue to be an issue
throughout the forty years in the wilderness. For elaboration, see The Roundabout Route.

[50] Shemot 4:31 and 6:9 might indicate they were, and see Ibn Ezra above who praises the Israelites for not
revealing the secret.

[51] This question depends in part on when all of the laws in Shemot 12 were transmitted to the people — see
Shemot 12.
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