Murder Mystery at the Malon — Guided Study
For a detailed analysis of this topic, see: http://alhatorah.org/Murder Mystery at the Malon

The Story — Shemot 4:18-26

107 RN 290 DTIT TN 221903 WK UK O AWK Ky 720K 17 KM 300 02 Dy 2w e 790 ()
MR () TWRI NI DOWRIRT DOWINT 93 W01 00 DITER W TY 7RI TR O ' MmN (20) .aivwy o nyiny
DY "7 AN (RD) L4723 DORNT TR NN TR MR 238N YR 2WN T PP 235701 I3 NNY AWK NN e
DR A9WY N9 927 NN PIAK V1N YN0 097 2O 73 NRW MWK DONDRT D N7 7Y% 2 0503 nwn
T3 PR INRNY STV I3 NN R YN R (D) HNIWY 53 %13 7 e 1D myID BN nYnN (35) .ov7
N9y N M X TEX mem (73) LInvml wpan ' mwasn 1R 1772 01 (7D) 7793 T3 MY A7 O
9D 2T 300 TR IR 13RR 0 (12) 5% IR 2ORT I0T 02 MM 1IN pan 72

Questions to Think About:

This episode is probably one of the most bizarre stories in Tanakh. Almost everything about it is

ambiguous, leaving the reader in the dark about who, what, and why all is happening:

e Who is in danger of being killed — Moshe or his son? Why does Hashem want to kill

either of them?

e Which son is being circumcised and why had this not already been done? Why is it
Zipporah rather than Moshe who performs the rite? And, why is circumcision the

solution to the problem anyway?
e What do the phrases * 7nX 07 100 °2 and 1% 077 100 mean?

e Finally, the placement of Hashem's prophecy in verses 21-23 is puzzling. It interrupts the
story of Moshe's departure from Midyan, and seems irrelevant regardless, since the

Plague of Firstborns is not imminent.

For a variety of approaches to these questions, see the following pages.



http://alhatorah.org/Murder_Mystery_at_the_Malon

Commentaries

As you learn the following sources, see how each commentator answers the above questions

Approach #1

If circumcision is the solution, then maybe circumcision is the problem...
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According to the Mekhilta, what caused the near-killing? Do you think this is a satisfactory

explanation; why or why not?

According to this approach, why was it Zipporah rather than Moshe who did the circumcision (and
how did she know to do it?) See Shemot Rabbah below:
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A Variation of the Above — It was Zipporah's Fault
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What do you think motivates R. Saadia Gaon and R.Chananel to suggest that Moshe was not even
present at the lodging? Is there any evidence for this in the text? What difficulties does this

approach answer?




But... If Moshe was just "lazy," why did he deserve such a terrible punishment?

Maybe there was more to it than that...
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According to the Mekhilta, why hadn't Moshe circumcised his son?
Do you agree with Ibn Ezra that it is unlikely that Moshe would have made such a pact?
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the Yonatan mentioned is Moshe's grandson:

What does this position suggest about Moshe's family life and religious beliefs?

Approach #2
Mission Delayed...
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According to Rashbam, what was Moshe's sin? Why is circumcision the solution?

Do you agree that it was problematic to bring the family to Egypt?

What does the approach as a whole suggest about Moshe's feelings in being appointed leader?
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How does R. Yosef Kimchi read verse 23 to support this approach?
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Approach #3
Who said Moshe Sinned at All?
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How does Ibn Kaspi read the near-death experience? What verse might be problematic for him?

Why does circumcision solve the problem (see below)?
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Abarbanel, below, agrees that what happened at the lodging place was not a punishment but rather

a "natural consequence" — what, though, does he say led Moshe to almost die?
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What do you think leads these commentators to say what they do?




