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"I'v nnn |'v" — An Eye for an Eye
Introduction

COMPETING JUDICIAL CONSIDERATIONS

From time immemorial, penal codes have grappled with finding the appropriate balance between the often
competing objectives of restitution, retribution, rehabilitation, and deterrence. This issue is particularly
poignant in the case of a person who assaults another. If one person gouges out another person's eye or
chops off another person's hand, what form of punishment should he receive? In an ideal world, perhaps
one would be able to remove the assailant's eye or hand and transplant it into the victim. This might achieve
a reversal of some of the damage caused to the victim, while also serving as a powerful message to the
would be perpetrator. But, given the current medical reality in which one cannot simply transplant an entire
eye or hand from any person to another,!"! what would be the closest approximation of justice served?

On the one hand, exacting the eye or hand of the aggressor might be the most effective form of deterrence,
even if it could not be transplanted. Yet, this method offers little tangible benefit to the injured party. In
contrast, monetary payment could help compensate the victim for the loss of his vision, but it does not
provide nearly the same satisfying sense of just deserts as would physical punishment.

TALION TEXTS

Two passages in the Torah present the penalties for various forms of assault and battery, and the literal
reading of each seems to indicate that lex talionis (Latin for law of retaliation, or measure for measure
physical punishment) is employed:

The first of these is found in Shemot 21:22-25:
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This principle is repeated almost verbatim in Vayikra 24:19-20:
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A third passage in Devarim 25:11-12 similarly describes the administering of bodily punishment in a case of
assault:
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Finally, in discussing the punishment of perjured witnesses, Devarim 19:19-21 states that talion
punishment is meted out, implying that the witnesses' testimony would have caused the dismembering of
the falsely accused person:
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COMPLICATING FACTORS

From the simple reading of the above texts, it would appear that the Torah favors retributive justice over
financial compensation.”’ However, other verses may indicate that monetary payments do exist in some
cases of bodily injury. One example is Shemot 21:18-19:
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Furthermore, what if either the assailant or victim is poor or rich or blind — how should these factors impact
the verdict? Or what if a person only partially blinds another person or knocks out only a baby tooth — how
does one mete out justice in such a case using a talion method?®! And, practically, should the potential for
additional medical complications that may or may not result from administering a corporal punishment play
a role in selecting the appropriate penalty?

Partially in response to these questions, the overwhelming majority of Talmudic sages rule that in the case
of bodily harm, the guilty party pays restitution rather than being mutilated himself. But is this the simple
interpretation of the verses in the Torah? Does the peshat of the Biblical texts differ from the Rabbinic
verdict? If so, why is this? And, most importantly, how can the peshat and derash be reconciled?

['] A kidney or cornea might be another matter.

2] This is especially true of the two passages in Devarim, the second of which speaks explicitly of chopping off
a hand. While the earlier passages in Shemot and Vayikra might be interpreted metaphorically, the two
Devarim passages each contain a warning of "33 oinn 7" which would not be expected in a case of a mere
monetary penalty. Additionally, without talionic punishment, it is difficult to construct a case in which the
testimony of witnesses could result in a person being maimed.

B This issue is raised by Midrash Aggadah (Buber) and R. Saadia Gaon.

http://alhatorah.org/%D7%A2%D6%B7%D7%99%D6%B4%D7%9F _%D7%AA%D6%B7%D6%BC %D7%97%D6%B7%D7%AA_%D7%A2%D6%B7%D7%9... 2/3


http://alhatorah.org/5#AggadahShemot21-22
http://alhatorah.org/5#IbnEzraShemotLong21-23

1/24/2014 |'v nnn |'v—An Eye for an Eye — AlHaTorah.org

http://alhatorah.org/%D7%A2%D6%B7%D7%99%D6%B4%D7%9F _%D7%AA%D6%B7%D6%BC %D7%97%D6%B7%D7%AA_%D7%A2%D6%B7%D7%9...  3/3



1/24/2014 |'vnnn |'yv—An Eye for an Eye/2 — AlHaTorah.org
“I'v nnn 'v" — An Eye for an Eye
Exegetical Approaches

i Overview

Commentators disagree over whether the literal talionic meaning of "'v nnn |v" is also the simple i
+ meaning of the verse when viewed in context. While early sources going back to the time of the second
+ Beit HaMikdash, such as Jubilees and Philo, render the verse literally, later Rabbinic sources almost
unanimously reject this option and interpret the verse metaphorically. This leads medieval and modern
exegetes to struggle valiantly to reduce the tension between the literal retributive understanding of the
verse and its Rabbinic interpretation. Some, like R. Saadia, go to great lengths to demonstrate how the
+ Midrash is really the verse's simple meaning. Others, like Ibn Ezra and the Rambam view the verse as
+ presenting an ideal which must be converted and translated when applied to real life. Finally, the Hoil
Moshe differentiates between the generation of former slaves to which the Torah was originally given
and future, more civilized, generations.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Physical Punishment

"l'v nnn " is understood literally, and talionic retribution is administered.

Jubilees, Philo, Boethusians cited in Megillat Taanit,["! R. Eliezer,!?] Ben Zuta (the Karaite) cited by

lon Ezral®

Judicial theory — Philo focuses on the need for appropriate retribution for the person who committed the
crime. Thus, he explains that proper justice mandates a measure for measure punishment, exactly equal to
the damage that was done, be it injury to life, limbs, or property.l*] Talionic justice also serves as a
significant deterrent to others who might consider committing such a crime.

"¢91 nnn W 91" — According to this approach, both "w91 nnn ¥9" and "|'v nnn w" refer to retribution in
kind.

Biblical parallels — The principle of "nTm Ta1> nTm", or "just deserts", is a dominant motif in Tanakh.®! A
classic case of lex talionis is the cutting off of AdoniBezek's thumbs and big toes in Shofetim 1:6-7 as a
repayment in kind for his doing the same to other kings.!

Morality — Megillat Taanit cites the Boethusians as saying "Tnx> nuw 0™, i.e. that the person who
committed the assault deserves to be no better off than his victim. The principle of talion also treats all
people as equals, as a wealthy person who maims a fellow man suffers just like a poor person who did the
same.l] Finally, see Philo who notes that it would be unjust to exact a punishment which bears no
resemblance to the offense committed.

Only for intentional — R. Eliezer in the Mekhilta specifies that talion does not apply in a case where the
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action was unintentional.[®!

The eye of a slave — Philo explains that the law of talion does not apply to a master who knocks out the
eye of his slave, not because the action is less blameworthy,®! but rather because mutilating the master
will only cause him to take revenge and to further abuse his slave. Thus, in such a case, the slave simply
goes free.

"n92 nx an¥j1" in Devarim 25:12 — Some modern scholars have proposed that "n93" refers to the
woman's private parts (as in "y 93").['% According to their suggestion, this law would be a close
approximation of talion.['"! This would also account for the need for the verse to conclude with "oinn x%

Talion for perjured witnesses — According to this position, the verse in Devarim 19:21 is also rendered
literally, and it speaks of a case where the false witnesses testified that a person had committed an assault
for which he would have been punished by mutilation. Thus, they receive this very punishment which they
had attempted to inflict.

"N9' N9 A iYW 1" — This approach can maintain that, in addition to being punished by losing his eye,
the assailant must also compensate his victim for his medical expenses and loss of salary.['?! Alternatively,
these payments applies only in a case where there was no permanent loss of limb.[*]

Monetary Compensation

"'v nnn |w" is interpreted metaphorically, and monetary compensation is given for the exact value of the
limb lost.

Mishna, Midreshei Halakhah, Talmud Yerushalmi, Talmud Bavli, Targum Pseudo-Jonathan,'#
Midrash Aggadah (Buber), R. Saadia Gaon, R. Chananel, Rashi, R. Yehuda HaLevi, Rashbam, R. Yosef
Bekhor Shor, Ralbag, Akeidat Yitzchak, Abarbanel, Netziv

Meaning of the metaphor — The formulation of "'v nnn |'v" comes to teach that the assailant must make
the victim whole again by compensating him in full for all aspects of his injury.['®!

"¢ 91 nnn ¥ 91" — Commentators disagree over whether this phrase (which appears immediately before
"'v nnn |'v") is also to be rendered metaphorically:

e Monetary compensation — R. Yehuda HaNasi in the Mekhilta and Bavli maintains that the passage is
consistent in its use of language, and that this phrase similarly refers to monetary compensation!'®! for
a life which was taken inadvertently.!'”]

e Capital punishment — The first opinion in the Mekhilta and most other commentators assert that this
phrase is rendered literally, even though all of the parallel phrases in the following verse are not.[']
Mekhilta DeRashbi and Sifra prove this from the verses in Bemidbar 35:30-31 which explicitly prohibit
the exacting of blood money.
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Judicial theory — This approach views the primary purpose of justice to be restitution. R. Yehuda HalLevi
and R"Y Bekhor Shor emphasize that harming the perpetrator serves no purpose for his victim, who will be
much better served if he is compensated for his loss.

Issues of implementation — Many of these sources emphasize that it would be near impossible to
implement talion in a fair way, as there can be wide ranging variations in the degrees of injury and original
physical conditions of different assailants or victims.['® They therefore claim that there is no alternative to
monetary compensation, which can at least be adjusted to account as necessary for differing
circumstances.

Biblical parallels — R. Yishmael in the Mekhiltal?®! equates the laws of assault with the laws of property
damage. These latter laws also contain the formula of "wi91 nnn v9", yet they explicitly mandate monetary
compensation ("nan%w' nnna nani") rather than retribution. !l

"i% gy P nwy W NI" — This phrase and the similar words of "ia n2' p D2 DI P' K" would appear to
argue against this approach. See R. Saadia Gaon and R. Chananel who cite the parallel formulations in
Shofetim 15:11 and Ovadiah 1:15-16, in an attempt to demonstrate that these need not imply exact

measure for measure punishment.l??!

Intentional / unintentional — According to this approach, these verses can refer to both intentional and
unintentional personal injury.

The eye of a slave — For this position, there is not such a fundamental distinction between injuring a
regular person or a slave, as the penalty in both is a financial one.

"n92 nx nn¥j71" in Devarim 25:12 — R. Yehuda in the Sifre similarly reads this phrase as a metaphor for
monetary payment. The Sifre also presents an alternative literal option that requires one to assume that the
woman's actions constituted a life threatening danger, thereby justifying amputation of her hand.

Perjured witnesses — Ralbag notes the difficulty in this verse, as according to this approach there is no
case where testimony can cause a loss of limb.

"9 N9 M imW 1" — Mekhilta DeRashbi cites this verse as proof that the penalty for a man who
wounds another involves monetary compensation. R. Chananel adds that if the assailant himself loses a
limb, he will not be able to pay the medical costs of his victim.

Two Tracks

Torah law reflects the validity of both the literal and metaphorical interpretations. There are a number of
variations of this approach:

Case Dependent

The verse refers to talion, but monetary compensation may be implemented in some cases, depending on
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the preferences of the parties or the type of injury.

Josephus, Ibn Ezra, Ramban, Shadal, R. D"Z Hoffmann

Determining factors — This group of commentators present a number of different possibilities:

¢ Victim's choice — Josephus states that the victim is given the option of deciding whether to accept
money instead.

e Perpetrator's choice — Ibn Ezra says that the perpetrator can choose whether to pay ransom for his
limb.

e Court's choice — Shadal suggests that the Torah left the decision to the discretion of the judges,’?®! in
order to prevent a situation where a wealthy person can maim as he pleases as he would only need to
pay compensation.

¢ Permanent or non-permanent injury — Ramban offers the possibility that permanent loss of limbs
would be punished by talion, while non-permanent injuries would be compensated financially.

Judicial theory — According to Josephus, the primary goal of the law is to help the victim. Shadal highlights
the need for penal code flexibility in order to maintain an orderly society.

Biblical parallels — Ibn Ezra references the case of an owner whose ox repeatedly gored who is also
allowed to pay ransom instead of being killed.

"n92 nx anxp1" in Devarim 25:12 — Ibn Ezra explains this verse also to refer only to a case where the
woman cannot pay.

Vo

Evolving Society

The literal interpretation of the verse was its intended meaning for the generation of the Exodus, but the
metaphorical understanding is its import for future generations.

Hoil Moshe

Morality — The Hoil Moshe explains that the uncivilized society of former slaves required a harsh penal
code, as monetary punishments would not have sufficed to deter people from committing assault.

Judicial theory — The Hoil Moshe emphasizes the deterrent aspect of the legal system.

Parallel cases — This type of approach is adopted by the Rambam!? with regard to the need of the
generation of the Exodus for a Mishkan and sacrifices. It is also implemented by the Hoil Moshe himself in
several other instances.l?!

Vo
Ideal vs. Reality
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The Torah's formulation conveys that the perpetrator truly deserves to lose a limb, even though this is not
the punishment which is actually implemented.

Rambam, Seforno

Judicial theory and implementation — Seforno explains that while strict justice would require measure for
measure retribution, practical concerns prevent its implementation.

'] This version is found only in the Oxford manuscript of the Scholion, but not in the Parma manuscript.

2] This appears to be the simple understanding of R. Eliezer's position as found in the Oxford, Munich, and
Vatican manuscripts of the Mekhilta (and it also matches the version of R. Eliezer found in Lekach Tov Shemot
21:24). In these manuscripts, it is R. Yishmael who takes the position of monetary compensation, while R.
Eliezer says "wnn X7x n7wn n'xkw" (the word "wnn" appears also in the version of R. Eliezer found in Bavli BK
84a — see below). On the general tendency of R. Eliezer's rulings to adhere to the literal (or simple) reading of
the Biblical text (and the similarity of his rulings to the positions of other sources from the Second Temple
period), see Y. Gilat, onpain 2 tyR " 7w mawn, (Jerusalem 1968).

See, however, the early Constantinople and Venice printings of the Mekhilta, which read R. Eliezer instead of
R. Yishmael in the earlier part of the passage, and "jmn" instead of "wnn" in the latter section (as well as
attributing the latter statement to R. Yitzchak). These may be influenced by R. Ashi's statement in the Bavli BK
84a which reinterprets R. Eliezer's position to be saying merely that the payment is determined based on the
value of the assailant's eye, but not that he actually loses his eye. [See also Yalkut Shimoni 338, in his version
of the Mekhilta, who explains R. Eliezer in a way which conforms with R. Ashi's understanding.]

[3] See also the Karaite commentaries of Yefet b. Aliin MGWJ (1897): 205 and Aharon b. Eliyahu in Keter
Torah, Shemot p. 143. Ibn Ezra in his Short Commentary cites this position in the name of the Karaites
("o'wnonn").

[4] Cf. the Rambam's similar formulation.

(8] It should be noted, though, that many of these instances are with regard to murder — see Bereshit 9:6,
Bemidbar 35:33, Shemuel 1 15:33, Shemuel Il 12:9-12 (murder and adultery), and Melakhim 21:19.

[6] Cf. Ralbag's interpretation of this episode.
[7] This would not be true for monetary compensation. Cf. Shadal below.

8] See also Philo who specifies that the law applies in a case where there is "plotting". However, it should be
noted that the context of the verse appears to be injury to an unintentional bystander.

81 Cf. the parallel laws in Ancient Near Eastern codes.

[101 See two different variations in L. Eslinger, "The Case of an Immodest Lady Wrestler in Deuteronomy XXV
11-12," VT 31 (1981): 269-81, and J. Walsh, "'You Shall Cut off Her...Palm'? A Reexamination of
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Deuteronomy 25:11-12", JSS 49:1 (2004): 47-58. They differ fundamentally on whether "nxp1" means to cut
off or to shave.

[ Cf. Philo who offers an alternative explanation.
[12] Cf. R. Chananel below who rejects this possibility.

['3] This is how some Karaite commentaries interpret the verse — see Aharon b. Yosef in HaMuvkhar Shemot
p.42a. Cf. Ramban below.

[14] Cf. Targum Yerushalmi.

(151 Cf. R. D"Z Hoffmann. According to this reading, the first "y" in the phrase refers not to the assailant's eye,
but rather to the replacement being provided for the victim's eye. Alternatively, this position could explain that
the Torah is expressing the need for compensation using hyperbolic language in order to emphasize the
severity of the act. Cf. the similar (but yet fundamentally different) position of Ibn Ezra and Seforno below.

[16] See below regarding use of the phrase in Vayikra 24:18.

['71 The case in the Torah is one in which an uninvolved bystander was killed in the course of a fight between
two other individuals. Regarding the verses in Bemidbar 35:30-31 which prohibit the taking of blood money for
human life, see Abarbanel who explains that these refer only to a fully intentional or completely accidental
killer, but not to a case in which one intended to kill one person and ended up accidentally killing another.

[18] R. Yosef Bekhor Shor explains the rationale behind the distinction by pointing out that a living person can
be compensated for bodily injury, but a dead person can no longer be compensated for his life.

['91 The Yerushalmi raises the case of a blind assailant, Midrash Aggadah (Buber) notes the impossibility of
taking away only one-third of someone's vision, and R. Saadia and R. Chananel add the concern that maiming
a person may lead to additional fatal complications.

[20] See also the Sifra and Bavli Bava Kamma.

2] However, in the case of property damage, "wio1 nnn vi9)" indicates that a live animal can be transfered to
compensate for the loss of the animal which was killed. This is not the case with regard to personal injury.

[22] However, these parallels are suspect, as neither the verse in Shofetim, nor the verse in Ovadiah, refer to
monetary compensation. Rather, both, unlike the verses regarding assault, refer to a retributive punishment.

(23] ¢f. R. D"Z Hoffmann.
[24] See Moreh Nevukhim 3:32-34.

251 See Hoil Moshe Shemot 21:20 "Tay N MNa% NN0IX AN XY A A 2RI, Vayikra 16:8 "aT nn v i
NMNMNIENNIRD 2X¥N 97NNN2 DNNNKR 0'RA7 YITING NPT NTYN 'R'w17 09 7va 121 nwn min", Bemidbar 30:2. See
also Shadal Shemot 21:12, Bemidbar 35:12.
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Ancient Near Eastern Texts

772,2772=179 MINN PN

18. If a man knocks out the eye of another man, he shall weigh out 2 a mina of silver. 19. If a man has
cut off another man’s foot, he is to pay ten shekels. 20. If a man, in the course of a scuffle, smashed
the limb of another man with a club, he shall pay one mina of silver. 21. If someone severed the nose of
another man with a copper knife, he must pay two-thirds of a mina of silver. 22. If a man knocks out a
tooth of another man, he shall pay two shekels of silver.

28. If a man appeared as a witness, and was shown to be a perjurer, he must pay fifteen shekels of
silver.
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[1] If any one ensnare another, putting a ban upon him, but he can not prove it, then he that ensnared
him shall be put to death. [2] If any one bring an accusation against a man, and the accused go to the
river and leap into the river, if he sink in the river his accuser shall take possession of his house. But if
the river prove that the accused is not guilty, and he escape unhurt, then he who had brought the
accusation shall be put to death, while he who leaped into the river shall take possession of the house
that had belonged to his accuser. [3] If any one bring an accusation of any crime before the elders, and
does not prove what he has charged, he shall, if it be a capital offense charged, be put to death. [4] If he

satisfy the elders to impose a fine of grain or money, he shall receive the fine that the action produces.

N779=9787 Y200 PN

[196] If a man put out the eye of another man, his eye shall be put out. [ An eye for an eye ] [197] If he
break another man's bone, his bone shall be broken. [198] If he put out the eye of a freed man, or break
the bone of a freed man, he shall pay one gold mina. [199] If he put out the eye of a man's slave, or
break the bone of a man's slave, he shall pay one-half of its value. [200] If a man knock out the teeth of
his equal, his teeth shall be knocked out. [ A tooth for a tooth ] [201] If he knock out the teeth of a freed
man, he shall pay one-third of a gold mina. [202] If any one strike the body of a man higher in rank than
he, he shall receive sixty blows with an ox-whip in public. [203] If a free-born man strike the body of
another free-born man or equal rank, he shall pay one gold mina. [204] If a freed man strike the body of

another freed man, he shall pay ten shekels in money. [205] If the slave of a freed man strike the body

of a freed man, his ear shall be cut off.

N79=73 2NN PPN

6. If anyone blind a free man or knock out his teeth, formerly they would give one pound of silver, now
he shall give twenty half-shekels of silver. 8. If anyone blind a male or female slave or knock out their
teeth, he shall give ten half-shekels of silver, he shall let it go to his home. 10. If anyone injure a man so
that he cause him suffering, he shall take care of him. Yet he shall give him a man in his place, who

shall work for him in his house until he recovers. But if he recover, he shall give him six half-shekels of
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silver. And to the physician this one shall also give the fee. 17. If anyone cause a free woman to
miscarry, if it be the tenth month, he shall give ten half-shekels of silver, if it be the fifth month, he shall
give five half-shekels of silver. 18. If anyone cause a female slave to miscarry, if it be the tenth month,
he shall give five half-shekels of silver.

NN NYR PN

If a woman in a quarrel injure the testicle of a man, one of her fingers they shall cut off. And if a
physician bind it up and the other testicle which is beside it be infected thereby, or take harm; or in a
quarrel she injure the other testicle, they shall destroy both of her eyes.

Classical Texts
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(173) Moreover, if any woman, hearing that her husband is being assaulted, being out of her affection
for him carried away by love for her husband, should yield to the feelings which overpower her and rush
forth to aid him, still let her not be so audacious as to behave like a man, outrunning the nature of a
woman; but even while aiding him let her continue a woman. For it would be a very terrible thing if a
woman, being desirous to deliver her husband from an insult, should expose herself to insult, by
exhibiting human life as full of shamelessness and liable to great reproaches for her incurable
boldness; (174) for shall a woman utter abuse in the marketplace and give vent to unlawful language?
and if another man uses foul language, will not she stop her ears and run away? But as it is now, some
women are advanced to such a pitch of shamelessness as not only, though they are women, to give
vent to intemperate language and abuse among a crowd of men, but even to strike men and insult
them, with hands practised rather in works of the loom and spinning than in blows and assaults, like
competitors in the pancratium or wrestlers. And other things, indeed, may be tolerable, and what any
one might easily bear, but that is a shocking thing if a woman were to proceed to such a degree of
boldness as to seize hold of the genitals of one of the men quarrelling. (175) For let not such a woman
be let go on the ground that she appears to have done this action in order to assist her own husband;
but let her be impeached and suffer the punishment due to her excessive audacity, so that if she should
ever be inclined to commit the same offence again she may not have an opportunity of doing so; and
other women, also, who might be inclined to be precipitate, may be taught by fear to be moderate and
to restrain themselves. And let the punishment be the cutting off of the hand which has touched what it
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ought not to have touched.

279P:)79:7) ©MNYNN DIPIND DY P09

And our law, being the interpreter and teacher of equality, commands that offenders should undergo a
punishment similar to the offence which they have committed; that, for instance, they should suffer
punishment in their property if they have injured their neighbour in his property; in their persons, if they
have injured him in his body, or in his limbs, or the organs of his outward senses; and, if their evil
designs have extended to his life, then the law commands that the punishment should affect the life of
the malefactor. For to exact a different and wholly unequal punishment which has no connection with or
resemblance to the offence, but which is wholly at variance with it in all its characteristics, is the
conduct of those who violate the laws rather than of those who would establish them.

N8P N’9:7) ©INPNN QIPIND DY 1999

If therefore any one has ever plotted against this most excellent and most dominant of all the outward
senses, namely sight, so as ever to have struck out the eye of a free man, let him suffer the same
infliction himself, but not so if he have only struck out the eye of a slave; not because he is entitled to
pardon, or because the injury which he has done is less, but because the man who has been injured
will have a still worse master if he has been mutilated in retaliation, since he will for ever bear a grudge
against him for the calamity which has fallen upon him, and will revenge himself on him every day as an
irreconcileable enemy by harsh commands beyond his power to perform, by which the slave will be so
oppressed that he will be ready to die.

1700379 QYNNI NPINTP ,01°209 D19V

But let not a single witness be credited, but three, or two at the least, and those such whose testimony
is confirmed by their good lives. But let not the testimony of women be admitted, on account of the
levity and boldness of their sex. Nor let servants be admitted to give testimony, on account of the
ignobility of their soul; since it is probable that they may not speak truth, either out of hope of gain, or
fear of punishment. But if any one be believed to have borne false witness, let him, when he is
convicted, suffer all the very same punishments which he against whom he bore witness was to have
suffered.

N79=39:/0: 79 QY TINON NPINTP ,011D9 D190

33. If men strive together, and there be no instrument of iron, let him that is smitten be avenged
immediately, by inflicting the same punishment on him that smote him: but if when he is carried home
he lie sick many days, and then die, let him that smote him not escape punishment; but if he that is
smitten escape death, and yet be at great expense for his cure, the smiter shall pay for all that has
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been expended during the time of his sickness, and for all that he has paid the physician. He that kicks
a woman with child, so that the woman miscarry, let him pay a fine in money, as the judges shall
determine, as having diminished the multitude by the destruction of what was in her womb; and let
money also be given the woman's husband by him that kicked her; but if she die of the stroke, let him
also be put to death, the law judging it equitable that life should go for life. 34. Let no one of the Israelites
keep any poison that may cause death, or any other harm; but if he be caught with it, let him be put to
death, and suffer the very same mischief that he would have brought upon them for whom the poison
was prepared. 35. He that maimeth any one, let him undergo the like himself, and be deprived of the
same member of which he hath deprived the other, unless he that is maimed will accept of money
instead of it for the law makes the sufferer the judge of the value of what he hath suffered, and permits
him to estimate it, unless he will be more severe.
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